
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of
others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven.” - Jesus

1. How to Spot a __________ in ____________.

“Good will come to those who are generous and lend 
freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.”  Psalm 112:5

2. How to Spot a ___________ in ___________.

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are 
attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil.” 1 Peter 3:12

3. How to Spot a _____________ in ________________.

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the 
chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 
oppressed free and break every yoke?” Isaiah 58:6
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Opening Up:  
When was the last time you thought you purchased something 
real, only to find out it was fake?  Why did you do it?  What was 
the item?  What did you do when you discovered it was fake? 
 
Have you ever intentionally purchased something that was 
fake?  What was it and why did you go ahead and 
purchase it? 
 
Dig in:
Read aloud the text of Matthew 6:1-18 in your group and 
answer the following: Who was Jesus speaking to and why? 
What are the main  topics being covered? What is the tension
 in these verses? Why would Jesus talk about only these 
imitation topics when there could be others more important? 
 
The first sentence in Matthew 6:1 unifies this text into 
one theme:  “Be careful NOT to practice your righteousness in 
front of others to be seen by them.” Kaboom!  This is straight 
forward and a tough saying by Jesus.  So if we read this and 
know this, why do we still do it?  Why is the impression of others
 so important in our identity? 
 
If you were counseling a young college student who is 
immersed in a culture of self-identity and self-absorption, what 
would you say to them based upon this scripture? 
 
Now What:
What about your life -- which of these three caution areas do 
you struggle with the most and why? What is one thing you 
can practice over the month of August to move from Caution
 to Safety in this area that you struggle with? 

Community Group Questions


