
We must take the initiative when it comes to reconciliation.
          
We are able to initiate reconciliation, when we have done two 
things:

1.  We draw on the power of the Gospel.
          R.C. Sproul – The glory of the gospel is this: The one from 
whom we            need to be saved is the one who has saved.

2.  We reach a point where we have chosen forgiveness.
           1. Forgiveness is not a feeling.
           2. Forgiveness is not forgetting.
           3. Forgiveness is not excusing.

Forgiveness is the costly decision to freely release a person 
from a debt they owe.
          
Stages in the reconciliation process:

1.  Go and talk privately.

2.  Take one or two others along.

3.  Tell it to the church
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1.  Do you find it easier to deal with conflict when you have 
offended/hurt someone or when you have been offended/hurt?  
Why?

2.  What are some ways that we wrongly understand and live out 
forgiveness? 

3.  Why is forgiveness and drawing from the power of the Gospel, 
so critical when it comes to reconciling broken relationships? 

4. Describe a situation from your experience in which a spiritually 
mature third party might have helped to resolve a conflict more 
quickly or effectively.  How might that person have helped? 

5.  Many churches are reluctant to get involved in members’ 
conflicts, as commanded in Matthew 18:15-17, and even more 
reluctant to exercise formal church discipline.  Why do you think 
this is?  

6.  Who do you need to be reconciled with?  Family member?  
Friend?  Co-worker?  Neighbor?  And what can you do this week 
to begin the Matthew 18 process?  

7.  Pray for one another.

Community Group Questions


